Heritage Walk
Nizamuddin Basti & Dargah
Though God’s bounty is always there, whatever one can achieve is through the dint of his
effort. Under no circumstances one can earn anything without struggle.
- Nizamuddin Auliya
The Humanities students of class SS1 went for a heritage walk to the Nizamuddin Basti
and the dargah of Nizamuddin Auliya on the 16th of November, 2022.The resource
person for the walk was Mr. Amir of the Agha Khan Trust.
The dargah is the mausoleum of the Sufi saint Khwaja Nizamuddin Auliya who was
known as Mehbub-e-Ilahi, literally meaning Beloved of God.

The walk started with Sufiyon ki basti where nearly 20,000 people live, of which most
are Muslims, followed by Christians and members of other religions. This is the only
area which hasn’t seen any bloodshed or communal violence and was used as a place of
refuge during the partition. The basti is named as Sufiyon ki basti as the dargah also
houses the tombs of Amir Khusroo, Jahan Ara Begum and Mirza Ghalib.

Located in front of Chausath Khamba, this yellow structure is an
assembly hall where people celebrate the Urs of Saints. The word “Urs'',
refers to the reunion of man and God in Arabic and it is the death
anniversary of a Sufi Saint. The Urs of the Sufi Saint Nizamuddin Auliya
is celebrated here.

The students next went to the Chausath
Khamba. This mausoleum is made out
of white marble and was built by Mirza
Aziz Koka, one of the 9 gems in Emperor
Akbar’s court. The mausoleum has 64
pillars, 25 domes and 25 arches and
houses the tombs of Mirza Aziz Koka
and his family members.
Interestingly, the word “Koka” in Persian
means “foster” referring to Jijianga, who
was Koka’s birth mother, being the foster
mother of the Mughal Emperor Akbar.
Amir sir, let the students in on a little architectural secret to know how to distinguish
whether the tomb was of a male’s or female. The tombs of males had what is known as
“Kalamdani'' or pen box and that of females had ''Takhti” or slate.The reason behind
this is that men have been given the power of the pen ( to write their destiny), that is, to
write on the woman’s heart. A lesser known fact is that it also houses the tombs of
Bahadur Shah Zafar, the last Mughal Emperor’s, wives and daughters.

हजारो ख्वाहिशें ऐसी के हर ख्वाहिश पे दम निकले
बोहत निकले मेरे अरमान, लेकिन फिर भी कम निकले
Meaning, thousands of desires, each worth dying for…Many of them I have realized…
yet I yearn for more.
These lines give us a glimpse of who Mirza Ghalib was. He was born in 1797 in Agra,
fell in love at the age of nine and got married at the age of 13. Known for his poetry,
shayri and wittiness, he was also known as “Mirza Nosha”, a title given to him by
Bahadur Shah Zafar - II. He only wrote in Persian and if he ever wrote in Urdu, he
would tear those pages and throw them away. This was because he considered
himself a Persian at heart. He never did any business and learnt how to read and
write on his own. He died at the age of 72 in the year 1869 and witnessed the revolt
of 1859.

outside Mirza Ghalib's Tomb

Amir sir showed the students a bird called Ababeel, which
means Swift in English. The bird is mentioned in the Quran as
the messenger and envoy of the prophet Sulaiman. It never sits
on the floor as it forgets to fly if it does and makes its nest out of
saliva and by plucking out its feathers.

An Ababeel's nest
The students then visited Adgah Khan's
Tomb. The tomb was inside a maze of galis,
and the students did not expect the Hidden
Jewel to be here. It is the mausoleum of
Akbar’s foster father who was the husband of
Jijianga and an accountant. He was killed by
Adham Khan, who was Mahamanga’s son (
Mahamanga was Akbar’s first foster mother).
It was built in 1567 by Koka for his father. It is
in Persian style of architecture with tile work
and double dome concept.There is glazed
work done in the direction of Mecca. It is
currently under restoration as it was used as a
place of refuge during the partition.

Adgah Khan's Tomb
Amir sir took the lead again as the maze of galis continued to take the
students towards the Nizamuddin’s Dargah. A place of immense faith,
qawwalis could be heard as the students tied the sacred thread to make a
wish, otherwise known as, मन्नत मांगना. Amir sir then told the students
about the 3 सिलसिले or orders and how Hazrat Nasiruddin became the
successor of the Chisti order, after Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliya.

मन्नत मांगना
Next, the students headed toward the Baoli, also known as the step
well. The water comes here from 7 natural springs and is 70 feet
deep. The foundation of this baoli was laid down by Hazrat
Nizamuddin himself.

A story goes that around the same time the well was being built, Ghiyasuddin Tughlaq
was building Tughlakabad. In an effort to disturb the building of the baoli, Ghiyasuddin
Tughlaq banned the purchase of oil in the area. When Nizamuddin got to know about
this, he asked his disciple to fill the lamps with water from the baoli and light it using
grass. The disciple, though in doubt, did as told and the lamps were all lit. This is
considered as the first miracle of Hazrat Nizamuddin and is also the reason why it is
considered so holy.

The walk ended with the phool wali gali. This is the entrance gate
to the basti and belongs to the 14th century. It was built by Feroz
Shah Tughlaq and was covered with flowering trees. Devotees
could pluck the flowers on their way to the dargah and offer
them. Hence, the name. With time, the trees have been replaced
with buildings.

entry into phool wali gali

The heritage walk was very insightful and provided a glimpse into the
lives of great personalities. The students came back with much
knowledge about Sufism, the dynasties that ruled over Delhi and the
role they played in shaping India and its culture.

